PEACE NEWS 


and World-Community 


iWE entered upon 1948 in the grim 
; consciousness that the ideolo- 
) ical conflict between Russia and the 
} United States is the dominating fact 
| ™ world politics, and that it promises 
| © cast its shadows upon every inter- 
)) Rational event of importance. 
% The following current problems 
ise from or are directly connected 
With that conflict: the new partition- 
ing of Germany; the Marshall Plan 
/@nd the future of Wurope, including 
| the solvency of France, Italy and 
/ €Yen Britain; the abdication of King 
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wees. 


ese onees ce 


Ptichael of Rumania; the civil war in 
PSfeece and the upheaval in Palestine; 

€ conflict between President Truman 
“nd Congress, and Henry Wallace’s 
Bid for the Presidency as the leader 


se 4 of a Third Party, and the problems 
hee *Tising out of the world food and 
; dollar ‘shortages. 
Jee Merican dollars, American food 
ro merican machinery have become 
us } PAWns in a game that is to decide 
sen} Whether the world is to be subjected 
to dollar or Commissar rule. 
at ; H 5 
‘is. | Plas Russia shot her bolt? 
e q 
ab- THE view is widely held that Russia 
not jf. made a cardinal blunder in oppos- 
dmg the Marshall Plan and refusing 
the . co-operate with the U.S. in the re- 
iho ll qpoilitation of Europe, and also that 
in Ban? strike policy of the French Com- 
1 Munists threw away the only chance 
ons Fihey are likely to have of maintain- 
re | Ng -a strong hold on French opinion 
pis 8nd of saving France from American 
Mie | omer Politics. 
fi 1k is view is based on the assump- 
ima On that the recovery of Europe, like 
onal t of Britain, depends upon tiding 
dda me the very critical years 1948-49. 
: c. assumption is unwarranted. 


. Veonider Britain’s case: Her present 
eg |;-"Sumption level is deemed to be as 


_o «8S it is physically and psycholo- 
ing beatlly safe to take it. Yet she is 
DO ex, comtronted with an imports- 
ich, ingerts gap of some £500 millions, 
iro- dose some £300 millions in 
The} fee: How this gap is to be closed 
its } .2 the next two years, after the exer- 
be ~ 8S of 1947, is not clear to me. 

ser) New problems 


UP to now we have had the luxury 
| | abor of 9 seller’s market, but we are 
1 top to pass into a buyer’s market 

lmai Most consumer goods, while re- 
Ming in a seller’s market for the 
Ly ist Gus quantities of food which we 
eco, buy, on the basis of our present 
Th yew? Which is a serious matter 
| wil,” of a world food shortage that 
Pdecg,Ptobably continue for several 
Upon = Moreover, the embarkation 
Agric pcondary production by all the 
early tural countries promises an 
‘dep? Slump in the countries which 
With upon manufactured exports, 
Mie exception of machinery. 

“4. reverses the order of things 
ne last fifty years, when we sold 
* and bought cheap. That is how 
By ect our high standard of living. 
i win: are now to pass into an era 

ich we shall sell cheap and buy 
ed thus suffer a big drop in 
-andard of living, especially in 
industrial areas. 
fady Sir Stafford Cripps has 
us of the approach of a 
‘ market in manufactured 
FS Port, While the Manchester Guardian 
"ted the other day that American 
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/THE CRISIS BOUNDS 
| INTO 1948 


commodity markets were beginning 
to fill up. Thus very soon Britain 
will be in fierce competition with the 
U.S. for the world’s markets. In 
that struggle the U.S. will have the 
whip hand, and wherever her big 
vested interests are at stake, little 
mercy will be shown. 

Moreover we must expect the Mar- 
shall Plan to be used to strengthen 
America’s hold on European markets, 
while the fear of the spread of Com- 
munism in the U.S. as the result of 
large-scale unemployment, will cause 
American Big Business to hold on to 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 


THREE PENCE | 


Quakers presented 
with Nobel Prize 


N his will Alfred Nobel com- encouraged by this public recognition 


missioned the Parliament of 
Norway to award each year a 
prize to the person or organisa- 
tion which should have con- 
tributed most towards the great 


ideal of national] brotherhood. 
In 1947 the award was made jointly 
to the Friends Service Council and 
American Friends Service Committee, 
the committees, representing British, 
Irish and American Friends, which 


are responsible for the more perman- 


ent aspects of Quaker service 
throughout the world. And pacifists 
everywhere must have been greatly 


NOBEL PEACE PRIZE PRESENTATION 


Henry J. Cadbury, representing the American Friend’s Service Committee, 


and Margaret A. Backhouse, representing the 


Friend’s Service Council, 


being handed the medallions and certificates of the Nobel Peace Award by 


Gunnar Jahn, Chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee. 


bury in a short speech said: 


Henry Cad- 


“If any should question the appropriateness of bestowing the Peace Prize upon groups 


rather than upon outstanding individuals, 
nations want peace. 
helpless to promote it. 


we may say this. 
In the presence of great impersonal forces 
You are saying to them today that cemmon folk, not statesmen, 
¥ 


The common people of all 
they feel individually 


nor generals, nor great men of affairs, but just simple plain men and women, if the. 
devate themselves to resolute insistence on goodwill in place of force, may do something 


to built a better, peaceful world. 


(Photo courtesy of The Friend). 


THE MESSAGE OF BETHLEHEM 
IS KEY TO WORLD PEACE 


— Bavarian Premier 


TI,HE Bavarian Prime Minister, Dr. Hans Ehard, recently addressed a 


Christmas message to the Bavarian people and simultaneously directed 


an appeal to the “ Christian conscience of the world,” reports the German 


News Agency.. 

“All our Christmas wishes,” he 
said, “are focussed on the longing 
for inward and outward peace. The 
world without peace tokens a mirror 
of the restless soul of man. Could 
men find peace within themselves the 
world would also gain it. There’s 
no other wisdom for politics that 
strive to secure peace, than the wis- 
dom which has been proclaimed in 
Bethlehem. This message contains 
the whole mystery of a “ Universal 
Peace” policy which could give real 
peace to mankind... 

“ The voice of this country—if any- 
one should listen to it at all—will be 
of little weight if one day peace is 
discussed. Yet every single one of 
us can contribute greatly to peace. 
There are still too many among us 
who have not yet learned by distress 
to pray men to love their neighbour. 
They have not understood that we 
can only create the basis for a peace- 
ful life if we stick together in 
a brotherly and sisterly love. 

“We appeal to the Christian con- 
science of the world in the name of 
our people, wretched and freezing, in 


the name of the sick and mutilated, 
in the name of our prisoners-of-war, 
who are still not free and far from 
their homes, in the name of all ex- 
pelled from their home country, in 
the name of the desperate men whose 
faith in mankind is about to crumble 
to dust. May there radiate a light 
in the world of discord that will shine 
brightly in the New Year on our 
search for peace.” 
NO MILITARY SERVICE 

Bavaria is one of the German 
States making a stand against mili- 
tarism. A declaration of the Diet 


reads: 

“Bavaria stands for Peace, Freedom 
and Imternational Understanding. War 
has been outlawed by International Law. 
The Bavarian Diet will stand behind the 
Principles of International Law. No 
citizen of the State may he obliged to do 
any military service or participate in 
military actions.” 

Article Three of South Baden’s new Con- 
stitution says: “No citizen of the State may 
ba obliged to any service of military 
character.”’ The article met with resistance 
during the debate on the Constitution, says 
a Worldover Presa report. It was thrown 
out by the vote of the Christian Party, but 
anti-war groups put on a lively press cam- 
paign and finally got the article incorporated. 


of an attitude to life that George Fox 
made so particularly his own 300 
years ago. 

In recent years hundreds of paci- 
fists, both Friends and non-Friends, 
working in organisations like the 
Friends Ambulance Unit and Friends 
Relief Service have re-emphasised 
Quaker concern for the physical needs 
of mankind. Perhaps such widespread 
and devoted service in alleviation of 
some of the direst physical needs of 
many different peoples has tended to 
perpetuate the illusion in many minds 
that such is the whole content of 
Quakerism. 

Mr. Gunnar Jahn, however, Chair- 
man of the Nobel Committee, in his 
address in the hall of Oslo’s Univer- 
sity on Dec. 10, made it clear that 
the committee had made the award 
for the continuous peace testimony 
of the Society of Friends through 
the 300 years of its history. “For 
it is not,” he said, “the extent of 
their work or its practical form which 
is most important in assessing the 
services rendered by the Quakers to 
people with whom they have come 
into contact. It is rather the spirit 
that animates their work.” 

“The Quakers have shown us,” 
he continued, “that it is possible 
to carry into action something that 
is deeply rooted in the minds of 
many people—a sympathy with 
others, a desire to help others; that 
significant expression of sympathy 
between men without regard to race 
or nationality. These feelings 
translated into deeds must provide 
the foundations of a lasting peace. 
For this reason they are today 
worthy to receive Nobel’s Peace 


Margaret Backhouse and Dr. Henry 
J. Cadbury, respective chairmen of 
the Friends Service Council and 
American Friends Service Committee, 
took back to London and Philadelphia 
the gold medals, scrolls and cheques 


AMERICAN COMMENT 


MNHE American Fellowship of 
= Reconciliation have drawn 
attention to the fact that this is 
the second post-war award of the 
Nobel Peace Prize to go to paci- 
fists. The 1946 Prize was shared 
by mily Greene Balch, Presi- 
dent of the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and 
Freedom. 


“No group spends time or money 
drawing public attention to itself, and 
none gets more than an _ occasional 
grudging notice from the press, while 
hundreds of pages of type constantly 
earry the words and ideas of those who 
would build peace through armies, 
alliances, and atom bombs. But when 
the Nobel judges had to determine who 
had done the most for peace, the quiet 
healing work of pacifism won out.” , 


(totalling over £10,000) which they 
had accepted in humility and grati- 
tude. 

Both felt that they were receiving 
the prize as the representatives of a 
nameless host of pacifists and sym- 
pathetic friends who had _ been 
associated with so many of the 
Society’s efforts to bring to a world 
in need something of “ that life and 
power that takes away the occasion 
of all wars.” 

Peace-makers everywhere will be 
encouraged by the 1947 award to 
Quaker organisations that are trying, 
in unobtrusive service, to give posi- 
tive expression to the ordinary man’s 
desire for peace, and to throw bridges 
across the chasms made by human 
misunderstanding. 


BERNARD LLEWELLYN. 
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Defence of Man 
by F. A. LEA 


FINHERE is no pacifist writer whom I admire more than A. J. Muste, and no 

pacifist book since Middleton Murry’s The Necessity of Pacifism has 
stirred me so deeply as Mr. Muste’s Jatest, Not by Might (Harper’s, $2.50). 
Indeed, there are striking resemblances between the two: in each case the 


Gt. Britain. Abroad. work of writers of Christian and independent-socialist antecedents, they suc- 
4d. 8s. 104. ceed in stating the pacifist case in such a way that it cannot be ignored by 
ath wo ey socially-conscious thinkers. What Mr. Murry did for the Britain of 1937-8, 


perhaps Mr. Muste may do for the America of 1947-8. 


It is to be hoped that Not by Might 
will soon be made available in this 
country. It is the most complete reply 
—perhaps it would be truer to call 
it the Christian reply — to James 
Burnham’s Struggle for the World. 
In the meantime, it certainly deserves 
all the attention that Peace News 
can spare. 

Effectively, Mr. Muste’s book is a 
challenge to the United States to 
end the threat of war by immediate, 
unilateral disarmament. That sounds 
utopian, and he knows it: but in page 
after closely-reasoned page, he exam- 
ines and rejects every alternative 
policy (and nothing is more remark- 
able than the fairness he displays to- 
wards opponents: at times, indeed, 
he seems to put arguments into their 
mouths more plausible than they 
themselves had adduced). 


community may function, but 
government—least of all world 
government—cannot be established 
by legal or constitutional fiat. Com- 
munity creates government, and 
there is no world community. 
“Men and nations crave peace 
in order that the scourge of war 
may be abolished, but they are en- 
gaged in war and they have to stop 
fighting in order to build peace. 
Albert Einstein gave a perfect 
statement of the dilemma at a meet- 
ing of atomie seitentists at his home 
at Princeton in November, 1946. 
‘Making peace,’ he said, ‘is a psy- 
chological problem. But you have 
this dilemma: You want te make 
peace and you want to prepare for 
war. You cannot serve these two 
masters. You cannot prepare for 
peace and for war at the same time. 
It is psychologically impossible.’ ” 
Mr. Muste contends—rightly, I feel 
—that “the masses of the people 
know deep down in their hearts that 
the situation is desperate and that 
desperate remedies are required; that 
it is revolutionary and that, if there 
is a way out at all, it is a revolution- 
ary one.” It is therefore futile, as 
well as disingenuous, to summon them 


EDUCATION FOR 
DEMOCRACY 


RECENTLY (Dec. 19) we sug- 

gested that those who spend time 
demanding the suppression of anti- 
democratic parties (of the Right) 
would be better employed on positive 
education for democracy, a system 
still but little understood or appre- 
ciated in this country. The point has 
been driven home since by two more 
articles in The New Statesman, by 

Elwyn Jones, M.P., citing one 
legalistic discrimination after another 
against working-class movements in 
the past as a precedent which ought 
to be employed against Fascist move- 
ments today. 


But what is involved in “ education 
for democracy”? We pointed out 
that the elements of political philos- 
ophy could be taught at least in all 
secondary schools. Clearly, however, 
that would not be enough. If the 
Idea of the “ free society ” was not to 
remain hopelessly abstract to boys 
and girls of sixteen and seventeen, it 

| would have to bear some explicable 
relation to the ordering of school-life 
itself. It would (like all knowledge 


Fallacy exposed 


In particular, Mr. Muste exposes 
the fallacy in the now fashionable 
programmes for World Government. 
“Tn relation to the specific issue of. 


ern technical advance to the tru 
well-being of man is that which, 
each single one of us, directs the la 
less operations of the intellect. 

these chapters he deals with bedroell 
religious experience in language ai) Co 
translucent as it is profound. 


synonymous 
conscience—whatever the price to bé 
paid in individual suffering or national 
disruption—seems to me establishet 


that is useful and remembered, have to 
come as a Clarification of something 
they had already experienced. 


The practical problem of “ educa- 
tion for democracy ” has so far been 
hardly investigated. If the phrase 
itself is familiar, that is only because 
it has been often exploited by the 
advocates of education for anarchy. 
It has even been taken, in some 
schools, to mean children of all ages 
and stages debating their rules and 
deciding them by majority-votes, than 
which nothing could be more literally 
idiotic. But if democracy means any- 
thing at all, it does mean the volun- 
tary acceptance by each of restric- 
tions on his own absolute freedom, in 
the interests of the relative freedom 
of all; in other words, the progressive 
substitution of self-discipline for the 
antitheses of indiscipline and benevo- 
lent despotism: and much might. be 
done along these lines. 


There is every reason, for example, 
why children should be accustomed 
ffom an early age, not indeed to de- 
cide the rules of the school, but to 
discuss them with those who do 
decide, in order that they may come 
to see that these rules, however 
rigorously enforced, are truly made in 
the interests of all. And there is 
every reason why boys and girls who 
have given proof of their capacity for 
self-discipline, by responsibility to 
the community, should have some 
responsibility for the community de- 
volved upon them. 


It has, of course, long been the 
practice, in many of our secondary 
schools, to appoint some of the older 
children “ prefects.” But the office of 
a prefect is primarily “executive,” 
rather than “legislative”; and too 
often, while responsibility to the com- 
munity has been measured in blind 
obedidnece to rules, responsibility for 
the community has taken the form of 
an equally blind enforcement of them. 
It is far more important that the co- 
operation of the responsible boys and 
girls should be enlisted in the formu- 
lation than in the execution of “ the 
laws.” And if, even then, final de- 
eisions reside with the staff, that is 
all to ithe good, since the principle of 
freedom-in-order will be all the more 
clearly apprehended if it is presented 
apart from the expedient of voting. 


In the conclusion to its first report, 


to a peace-without-tears. 
Furthermore, in a moving chapter, 
“My Country ’Tis of Thee,” he pre- 
sents unilateral disarmament as the 
culminating expression of that 
“American Dream” which has _ in- 
spired all the noblest achievements 
and promise of the United States. 


Further riches 

The riches of Not by Might, how- 
ever, are by no means exhausted with 
this. It contains, in addition, the 
most thoroughgoing and conclusive 
defence of conscientious objection that 
has yet been written, 

In a series of chapters entitled, 
“The Individual Conscience against 


eliminating atomic war,” he points 
out, “the very means the nations use 
to provide themselves with apparent 
or temporary ‘defence’ and ‘ securi- 
ty’ constitute the great obstacle to 
the attainment of genuine or perman- 
ent collective security.” Thus: 


“They want international 
machinery so that the atomic arma- 
ments race may cease; but. the 
atomic armaments race has to stop 
or the goal of world order recedes 
beyond human reach. Men want 
world government, a reign of law, 
so that they may be able to trust 
each other; but while they distrust 
each other they cannot co-operate to 
establish the reign of law. Govern- 
ment is needed in order that the 
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A FLYING START |, 


THE total amount received in 1947 
from readers of Peace News for 

the Headquarters Fund wi 

£267 13s. 2d. i 


Although the final figures for 194 
are not available, I know that th 
contribution has been a big heln 
wards balancing our budget, and’ 
am very gateful. But gratitude hal 
been defined as a lively sense @ 
favours to come. In our Budget fe 
1948 we have reckoned on receivi 
£300 from Headquarters Fund. Jf 
each reader of Peace News woul 
promise to send me only 1s. any ti 
during 1948 it would more than cove 
this total. 

Will YOU send in YOUR ts. at once? 
will save you the bother of remembering 1 
later and give us a flying start for 1948.5 

MAUD ROWNTREE. |] 
Treasurel 


Donations to the fund should be sent, marke 
“Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurer if 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1o§- 


the Atomic Bomb,” “Love against 
the Atomic Bomb” and “The Man om 
the Cross against the Atomic Bombjq)!), 
Mr. Muste develops his thesis that thi 
sole power capable of subduing mod) 


iy 


4 


Defence of conscience 


That the defence of man is now 
with the defence 


here beyond dispute; and in this lie, 
the greatest value of the book. )" 


There is one question, however, thal. 


must be asked: Has Mr. Muste suey 
ceeded in proving pacifism to be tha) Like 
short-term, as well as the long-termyy 
condition of salvation? 
unilateral disarmament is the only” 
means of averting war, has he justi i 
fied his contention that this can bal Wj 
accomplished, in the United Stated 
only through the “direct action” off) i 
individuals pledging themselves to req) | 
nounce war? 


Granting thag 


This question we shall ponder ne 


week. 1. 


(To be concluded) 


explains why it looks “ damaged” 
and does not take its place with the 
other crosses against the walls of the 
church (which, by the way, is not and 
never was a Cathedral). The crypt 
where it does lie is a holy place. I 
am sorry to hear that it does not 
stand upright, but perhaps the crypt 
is not high enough, and I daresay the 
curé really does know best. 

He, the curé, is not, as Mr. Oaten 
(who never met him) describes him, a 
“ charming, immensely respected, very 
worldly-wise Jesuit,” but a Benedic- 


Cross of Peace 


[vor OATEN’S article (Peace 
News, Oct. 10). alleging that 
Frenchmen at Vézelay outraged a 
German “Cross of Peace” and were 
(ee restrained as they might have 
been by their “very worldly-wise 
Jesuit ” curé, has only iust now come 
to my notice. Since, however, he is 
“eertain the question will come up 
again,” may I, as one of the thirty 
Catholics who in July, 1946, carried 
the cross of peace from this country, 
make the following observations? 
The German cross Mr. Oaten saw 
was not carried from Germany; travel 
restrictions at the time made that 
impossible, and I suspect that “ Villa 
Sonnenschein” was the signature of 
cross-bearers from Alsace. The cross 
he saw was made on the spot by Ger- 
man PoWs. They rough-hewed it and 
charred it to symbolise the distress 
and affliction of their country. It 
was received with moving Christian 
compassion, even by Frenchmen 
otherwise bitter against the- recent 
occupiers of their country, and it be- 
came by common consent central in 
the ceremonies that followed. But, 
spontaneously added at the last 
moment, it was additional to and in 
design and intention different from 
the set of 14 crosses that had been 
earried to Vézelay to make a Way 
of the Cross (which invariably com- 
prises 14 Stations only). Accounts 
of all this appeared at the time in 
La Croix, The Universe, Catholic 


LETTERS 


tine monk from the neighbouring 
abbey of Pierre-qui-vire; and he can- 
not do what he likes in his own 
church because it is not his but a 
national monument in which he is 
suffered to function by the Depart- 
ment of Beaux Arts. Permission to 
leave even the 14 crosses in the 
chureh was not certain of being forth- 
coming. P 
Mr. Oaten and his companions 
could only “air the matter at our 
public meetings’ and “ put our point 
of view to the large number of 
tourists that visited Vézelay.” May 
I suggest they might have spent their 
time more profitably for “service civil 
international” by being less prompt 
to believe and propagate evil report 


“School and Life’ (HM Stationery Office 
2s. 6d.), the English Central Advisory Council 
for Education insista that, if our schools are 
ta “provide the necessary fortifying in- 
fluences”’ for ‘positive freedom,” a ‘‘pain- 
ful surrender’? of some cherished educational 
traditions may be called for. Perhaps here is 
one that might be considered? At all events, 
the problem demands study. The State Schools 
are the seed-beds of the State. 


Herald, Picture Post, and in an illus- 
trated brochure Pilgrim Cross still, I 
think, obtainable from Blackfriars 


and more careful to varify before 
vilifying? It is not a light charge 
to make against any minister. of 
Christ that he connived at shaming 
Christ’s cross. And it profits little 
to repair city walls (which to the 
best of my knowledge, though I write 
subject to correction, were not dam- 


Press, Oxford. 

That is what lies behind the lurid 
tale that the people of Vézelay 
“wanted to burn the cross and suc- 
ceeded in hacking it with axes” and 


Hawkesyard Priory, 


Ivor Oaten comments: i 
“T hope Columba Ryan will beliewmy” ~ 
me when I say that it was not the ¢ iy 
tention of myself or my colleagues W siti 
villify anybody. I stated the story asi 
had heard it in the village a year aftem 
the events described, when it was na 
easy to verify during a short stay. 
the facts are as Columba Ryan state 
them, which I doubt not, I can onli 
rejoice, 
whom I did meet and converse wt 
and whom I greatly admired, is vind® 
cated. ; 


the eyes of those who do not knot 
the 
position and situation of the cross | 
an unfortunate one.” 


Scarves for Germany 


Germany. 
scarves is very great, and the need tif 
help the children to keep warm 
greater. 
been sent. Every little will help. “9 


who would wish to, contribute, and thi 
finished scarves can be sent to ¢o 
tributors for distribution free. 


Community Fruit Service, ; 
Bleadon, be 


cel News is open for the expression 
all 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigtt 
do not necessarily represent the policy of @ 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the we 
organ. 
menta imply any endosement of, 
connexion with, the matter advertised, 


aged in the war) and pull down t 18 " 
reputation of their inhabitants. 


COLUMBA RYAN, 0.P.§) 
Rugeley, Staffs. 


especially that the Curd 


“ Nevertheless I do think that 7 


circumstances, the 


preset 


“AY I appeal for wool and yari 
to weave into scarves to send t 
The demand for thes 


t ie 


230 of these scarves hav 


Coupons may be had for anyong 


EDWIN H, CLOGG. 


Weston-Super-Mare. 
(Other letters appear on page six). 
points of view relevant 


to pacifis 


Nor does the acceptance of advert 
or ¥F 


fies | 
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mw 194% 


N exchange of letters 


Under the Czars, the Doukhobors, 
or “spirit fighters,” suffered perse- 
tution because of their opposition to 
Military service and their rigid prac- 
fice of an anarchistic Communism 
deriving less from modern ideologies 
1948. % than from the Christian Apostles. 
EE. 9] Some of their leaders were banished 
easurem™’ Tor varying periods to Siberia. Their 
marke Ommunities were suppressed. Final- 
wor) > in 1899, through help from Leo 
“Jy Tolstoy and his friends, along with 
W American Quakers, they were able to 
Migrate to Western Canada. Though 

ey have prospered, the more ex- 
# treme sections of their faith have 
clashed with civil authorities. 


dn their oral traditions and their 
Wistful songs they still look back on 
Russia, 


F In early 1947, the Doukhobors sent 
2h, Me to the Soviet Government a set of 
: lawa) Fesolutions adopted at their Pan- 
fa ~Oukhobor Congress. Eventually they 
da reply from a spokesman of the 


ering } 


droc} 


Communist regime, a former People’s 
se aa Commissar and a close friend of Len- 
tn. The text was made available by a 
Russian now in Switzerland to the 
}) fortnightly periodical L’Essor, and to 
2 Worldover Press correspondent. 
nowy: 
> of You have held fast 
o ba Moscow. 
ional Dear Friends ! . 
: she Ve have been very happy to learn 
i A a that you enjoy health and well- 
1€) being, and to note with admiration, 
according to the resolutions of 
thal YOur congress, to what an extent 


4 You well know how to conduct your 
suc affairs, NA 


| tha) Like You, their descendants, we keep 


ermy’ @lways a holy memory of your 
thai 4ncient martyrs. The bloody his- 
oul tory of your community will never 
tid be forgotten by humanity, for you 
usti have stoically, courageously held 
1 be fast’ to the safeguarding of your 
atedme | freedom to think and to live, fling- 
» gg) %g these words into the face of 
) the  Despct of | All-the-Russias: 

‘rej “We have heard it said that 
# emperors exist, but as for us, we 
aexi| do not recognise them at all. I 
j the emperor wills it, we will pay 
him all the taxes; but never will we 

i) Submit ourselves to his commands.” 
8) Phus spoke your fathers, in re- 
thei turning. to the military authorities 


€lr conscription orders. 


Pall Do you know that the late Lenin him- 
H Self welcomed the Doukhobors and 

| Other sects like you, who came becx 
' *¥om exile and from forced labour 
to which they had been sent by the 
zar ? And not only did he receive 


mm them tenderly, but he took great 
egg | <*¥e of them and helped them to 
a i Settle themselves .... And you, 


ars 


“Sear friends, know that your jour- 
) Mey is not yet finished. Like Moses 
ie h his people, you have crossed 
whe ocean waste and you have hal- 
-ted only for a temporary rest. Now 

Your march must begin again and 
» ‘ntinue towards the East to reach 

| 8t last the beloved Promised Land 
, Which calls you. 

d you ‘will come here full of health 
4nd strength, with your goods, your 
) Knowledge and your constant love 
™® for agricultural work. And you will 

Help the Russian people, who are 

"=oMposed of your true brothers, to 
seuild their life as well as possible. 
already 30'years since, by -Her- 
an labours, there was organ- 

in this land a new life. We 
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Russia calls the Doukhobors, 


WHERE ARE OUR BROTHERS? 


has taken. place between the 
Doukhobors of Canada and the Soviet government, that 
forms a revealing document on the nature of current Soviet ideas. 


made many errors in them, but we 
are forcing ourselves to repair 
these, and we raise ourselves ever 
higher, higher ... 

No-one among us wants war. But we 
are obliged always to arm ourselves. 
Remember well that in England, in 
America, in Spain and in other coun- 
tries, the monster of Fascism does 
not cease to agitate. It aspires to 
complete destruction of the well- 
being of men, and wishes to make 
them completely the slaves of its 
desires in order to reign in absolute 
mastery over the world.... 


And soon the day will come when all 
peoples will unite in a single effort 
to annihilate forever the Capitalist 
and Fascist power. And then, no 
atomic bombs that they are invent- 
ing at the present time, can save 
them. Their death is imminent; it 
is very near; itis at their door... 

Then, all the nations will march in step to 
create the new era, the new world. And 


you, who participate in this work, we await 
you. March toward the East! 


Write us as often as possible. We will do 
everything for you. Your friend, 


Viadimir X. 


After much pondering, the Doukh- 
bor leaders replied, writing in the 
primitive style of the old Russian 
peasants. , 

British Columbia. 
Our dear brother Viadimir: 


We have been very happy and touched 
even to tears to read in your letter 
that you keep a respectful memory 
of the great martyrdom that we en- 
dured in Russia of yore, for refusal 
of military service. 


If we do not return for the present to 
Russia, it is not at all because the 
kind of life there displeases us. No; 
everything is being built up, as it 
ought to be, in the name of liberty, 
equality and fraternity, for the 
good of the poor and the exploited, 
for the people who have been sub- 
jugated. And we, we love our 
country and our people, for we were 
born there. 

We would be so willing to establish 
ourselves there to live! Only, we 
have as an obstacle our convictions 
that do not permit us to be soldiers, 
to kill other men or even animals. 
Our motto is: “Labour and a life 
of peace.” And if ever you could 
organise in Russia such a life, in 
such a manner that there would be 


From MARGARET JONES. 


I HAD a wonderful flight to India 
(Hindustan), arriving on Nov. 27, 
and at once took up residence with 
the Friends Service Unit in a Govern- 
ment Hostel in New Delhi, very close 
to the houses of Pandit Nehru and 
Sardar Patel. 
_ The next day I found my way to 
the camp for Muslims who had left 
their homes in Delhi and district and 
were waiting for passage to Pakistan. 
It was pathetic to find that many of them 
thought that on reaching Pakistan all their 
troubles would be over. It is a kind of 
Bromised land: yet, in reality, these 
refugees will find their plight more miser- 
able when they reach Pakistan than it is 
now. I wish that they could be persuaded 
to stay in India and could feel safe in 
doing so. 


Unwanted 

There are now 40,000 refugees at 
this particular camp and there seems 
little hope of them being welcomed in 
Pakistan in the near future, neither 
can India give them the necessary 
assurance that they are better ‘off in 
India. 

A long stay in such a camp with 
food provided, and a measure of 
shelter to most, also medical itreat- 
ment to a point, is not having the 
effect of improving the morale of 
these unfortunate people. As in all 
camps idleness is breeding its own 
harvest of evil. To provide occupa- 
tion for the men at a proper rate of 
payment and ito rehabilitate them as 
soon as possible, is the major need, 
People have lost hope and confidence. 


wir 


“KEEP AUSTRALIA OUT 
OF THE ARMS RACE” 


Scientist risks 


“c 


Association of Scientific 


Projects Law. This law, says the 


“We must prevent our country 
from entering into an undertaking 
which will help to destroy the world,” 
said Miss Harris, continuing her out- 
spoken speech. 

“Nor can we face the situation as 
Australian scientists—we must face 
it as world scientists. For us 
there must be no individual nations, 
but a world which we can help to save 
or to destroy... 


.THE GREAT TRADITION 


“This is the great tradition of 
science, one of which we may well be 
proud. If we are not strong enough 
to support it in this hour of crisis, we 
may well hang our heads in shame. 
If we are not strong enough to refuse 
to allow our science to be used to des- 
troy ourselves, we must immediately 
lay aside all claims to an interest in 
‘the social applications of science.’ 

“This attitude of total condem- 
nation of defence of individual nations 
compels us, if we be consistent, to re- 
sist also any attempt to keep secret 
the results of any scientific investi- 
gations and to oppose, with the utmost 
vigour, the recently” passed Act ‘to 
provide for the protection of approved 


move on toward Russia to help you 
morally and materially in your 
work. 


And now, dear Vladimir, we pray you 
much to tell us, if you know, where 
are now our brothers who were con- 
demned to 10 years of exile in 1928. 
We have never known where they 
have been, nor why. They lived in 
the district of the Don (Salsk); 
Peter Verigin (Jr.), Andrei Tcher- 
niakovy and others (a list of names 
is given). We pray you, tell us 
where they are. 

With’ these words, we end our letter, apolo- 
gizing for its being simple and without 
style. And we beg you to receive our cordial 
wishes for strength and health to follow 
with success the course of your life. 
(Signatures follow). 

No further correspondence has been 
reported. 


denouncing Rocket Range 


AN we stand by, without protest, while our own Government under- 
takes the greatest defence project, in the form of a rocket-testing 


range, that our country has yet embarked upon? 
that by doing this we are entering into an armaments race which can only 
lead us along the road to calamitous war.” - 


In making this statement, the retiring chairman of the Australian 
Werkers (NSW Division), Miss T. 
recently risked prosecution under the hurriedly enacted Approved Defence 


punishable offence to advocate by speech or writing the “ prevention, hind- 
rance or obstruction of the carrying out of an approved defence project.” 
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prosecution in 


We know, each one of us, 


Harris, 


Australian Peacemaker, makes it a 


defence projects, and for other pur- 
poses.’ 

“We have already, from all parts 
of the world, support for this resist- 
ance to scientific secrecy. 

“ At home, the Rev. W. Bottomley . 
is reported to have torn the Bill in 
halves, describing it as ‘the greatest 
blow to freedom dealt by any Federal) 
Parliament.’ We admire Mr. Bottom- 
ley’s action. We deplore the fact that 
the scientists have not, as a body, al- 
so spoken in similar terms of the 
threat to their liberty .... 

“Walter Lippmann wrote: ‘To 
those who contend that we should 
guard this secret (the atomic bomb), 
we must, I believe, reply that on the - 
contrary the safest course is to guard ~ 
against its being a secret anywhere. 
Our object must be to prevent the 
secret use of the knowledge as a mili- 
tary surprise.’ NU 

“If you take up this. responsibility ° 
of uniting your forces in a demand 
for international and not national 
undertakings in all major scientific 
fields, so’ that war and defence are © 
forgotten in the so much greater 
issues, and secrecy becomes a thing 
of the ‘past, you will. be supported by 
a body of men numbering in their’ 
ranks the foremost of the world’s 
scientists and thinkers in other fields. 

“For the less educated public it is ~ 
your responsibility to raise the level 
of their understanding of the mecessi- 
ty for their complete co-operation in 
this most serious undertaking in the 
interests of humanity. 

“We cannot wait,” Miss Harris 
concluded. “The time to act is now.' 
You may say the time is not ripe,’ 
that the people are not ready for such 
a move. You, I say, must make the 
time ripe for action now, or you lose 
your opportunity. The common man, 
I believe, possessed of this knowledge 
which you alone can give him, will © 4 
not condemn himself and his fellows . 
to the devastation of World War 4 
Three.” 

Miss Harris is a member of the 
Australian Peace Pledge Union. 


To restore these to them and make 
them self-respecting citizens in 
whichever country they choose to live 
will not be the work of a few months. 
The problem is gigantic and offers no 


simple solution. 

I understand from people who have toured 
camps on both sides of the boundary line 
in the Punjab, that camps in India are much 
better organised than those in Pakistan. 


India has of course members of the 
Congress organisation with some 
ideals, at least, of service and sacri- 
fice for the nation. Many of them 
are doing good work in Indian camps. 
The position in Pakistan is different. 
Indians (Hindus) cannot go, even if 
they so wished, and help in Pakistan 
camps. The times would not permit 
it. There is tog much to forgive and 
survive to allow people other than 
foreigners, and perhaps, though rare- 
ly, Indian Christians, to come and 
work in Pakistan. India is more able 
to take care of her own people than 
Pakistan is of hers. ‘ 

To resume my story. I went every 
morning to this Delhi Muslim camp 
to get an insight into camps and their 
problems. I found plenty of prob- 
lems connected with the camp hos- 
pital in which I was_ specially 
interested. To get even the most 
ordinary and essential equipment was 
promising to be a most difficult feat 
to accomplish. . 

IT was on the way to getting these 
things when L,was called by Dr. Si- 
shila Nayar, Gandhi’s personal 
physician, to nurse one of our mem- 
bers who had been touring on behalf 


AND PAKISTAN 


of the Government of India and had 
returned ill to Delhi. He was removed 
to Birla House, where Gandhiji is liv-  ~ 
ing. : 
Jawaharlal _ Nehru, Rajkumarl 
Amrit Kaur, Health Minister, Sardar 9) 
Patel, and other well known people, We 
came to visit my patient, while || 
Gandhiji came daily to offer advice 
and make enquiries about his pro- 
gress. I was given to understand I 
was assistant nurse and he was head 
nurse! At length on the eighth day 4 
a newly arrived American nurse took 
my place there and allowed me to 
join a team going. to a camp of 
Muslims from India, in, Pakistan. I) 9 
am writing this at Jullundur, well on. ~ 
the way there. } Oe 
Chaotic conditions 
Conditions are said to be chaotic in 
the camp and our task will be to assist 
responsible people in its organisation, 
encourage local people to take respon- 
sibilities and train them im their ~ 
various jobs. We are expected by 
the authorities who have promised us” 
their assistance in our work. J 
I had already been asked to work — 
at two camps in India, but because ~ 
there is, seemingly, a greater need In 
Pakistan, I am going there. We hope — 
that, in a small way, we shall thus 
keep open a line of communication — 
between the two countries. i» 
I shall report on the camp as soon 
as possible after -arriving. 


“| 


—Bishon of London. 


Make no mistake: War is the 


a pacifist. There is no easier way. 


in a sermon in 1900. 


Anes bat 9 bate ps 


4—PEACE NEWS, January 9, 1948 — 
| | | FORCE v. LIFE | | 
Blessed are the Meek proresson 4. x. Wil 
e e e e gle fi 
HEAD, the mathematician } 
“BECAUSE | AM SURE OF THE ULTIMATE VICTORY Oe nl 
week, ha is to say abou eM 
OF MEEKNESS....1....REMAIN A PACIFIST” Gospels’ of Fores won hts aa 
5 : | : i at Ha i ity i 25:— F 
BEKNESS is a_ virtue ROG E R = U G H ES supreme Sin against man and against Tyard: University, ima ] 
which has long been ’ God’s will. Y In the history of the worlg thie a 
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a certain toughness of manner. Is not the business man—almost as outbreak there: was anything but without external armour, warm-blooded, | ope 
The meek person is regarded as a matter of principle—avaricious ? arrogance and hatred and jealousy sensitive and alert, have cleared thesé | qu 
) a ereature with the courage of ‘It is astonishing how many decent, and greed. Ask yourselves whether monsters off the earth. Also, the lioRB INR) fy 
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® 4 apply the principle of charity and people we had no cause to hate, a species. ere is something in the ready jj 
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uch a view oug neve I i h inei ] in Of a conquered nation, a abine ect. Its main defect is that it hars | ty) 
become common among Christians, poate Ce Wee be. Minister who inflicted suffering and co-operation. Every pa rer ff 
and a glance at Christian values ware of the folly of talking of this humiliation on a boatload of refugees, quires an environment of friends, partly J 
I shows meekness not as a virtue for oy; that nation, of “Russia” or a Government which holds in a callous to shield it from violent changes, and | w) 
u those without the stamina for higher “Prance.” as a person with emotions grip 100,000 slaves, show any meek- partly to supply it with its wants. The fo 
virtue, but as the virtue which in- and character—-when they are in fact ness? Gospel of Force is incompatible with || pr 
ti cludes all the others. collections of individuals not unlike 1am an Englishman, and a patriot, social ae be 
4 | Fo oi a is ee oe ourselves—but at least we in Britain and a socialist, but I will not condone wi 
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i Wi on reason nor is shaken Ralitne Gana pecaeees Fobu pu paler) i aus ae Pa seen dome by any govern PI IBLI Cc ATI ON S me 
‘4 crashing of stone cities: mgrally as we expect ourselves to “Blessed are the meek, for they Waa 
Mh) Hope is upraised by a meekness behave. shall) inherit the earth.” Jesus swept RECEI wo 
f which wields no power of its own, But the man who works contentedly away, two thousand years ago, our VED i wo 
\ but rests in true humility im the for a small and perhaps hardly angry shoutings about who shall be Uni lees 
f i ems of Ha ali i Ved Notre ee ss ane Baily f Bt 
{ rity is meekness itself, whic e s-Letter. ucking= 
t suffereth long, and is kind;envieth They would not fight———— ham Palace Rd., London, S.W.Ly va 
| not: vaunteth not pa is a a 6d. D tcc 
puffed up; doth not behave itse BVIOUSLY some rather important people were though one should know better, it pai 
Y a if < 
nt unseemly; seeketh not her own: . ° b 5 always comes as a shock to discover . 
as not easily provoked; thinketh ‘ expected in the camp. Prisoners returning from that a current. idea is, after all, bill re 
no evil. their day’s hard labour found a thick wire entanglement an old idea. Mr. Bailey traces for us) j 
Tt is not the mouse wie 4 begreth had divided the yard into two. Two big sheds had been a short History of the Idea of 
Fail ghings” not ths iltson who || hastily put up, evidently for a new dining room and dormi- J | federation rom, the Leamues of thel 
1) is meek is not also prudent, and tem- tory. Who could these folk be who were to be so carefully | the inauguration by Mr Winston t 1 
_ erate, and patient, and chaste, then segregated as to suggest that Hitler was guarding other Churchill of the United Europe Com- ae 
Symmere)) ean) prudence. temperance, internees from their influence? mittee. 9 
Bi Bee fer be found? ata _ The following evening or tine: antes peering through chinks . : * | sin 
DY) charity Hants his hte. How then docs {[ in the thiek fence saw some three fundred mil-eved men come out 1 ae Pendle Hill Community, adi fh" 
i eee orerd his fellowmen? Bo fel i oases el ! They kept their air of serene con- Wallingford, Pennsylvania, is a cen-@] pay 
Wy) Firstly, he is not arrogant, for 1g Datch of pris ’ y," tre for religious and social study | j 
AM 5 5 fidence while the Gestapo officials shouted at them and pushed them Mice ve C : y in 
Sum =o" ride, is the Breatest of bout. Th ven co-operated with their guards. “Ah! just wait maintained by the Society of Friends. | = 
| | the Seven Deadly Sins. To be i aa or tho said the knowing ones, “ When they taste a little Here people of all nationalities meet] *St, 
Smerrosantis to hci eae elt rel fclmnes scientifically applied they'll show themselves like the ihe ea of study, and to do the | 
» opinions, one’s wishes, on others—to p 2 sential manual work of house and | rm 
_ deny them those rights of personality rest of us.” J d : ‘ estate. Pendle Hill also issues book- “rele 
See meelness would recognise and Soon it transpired that special punishments were in store for lets arising out of the experience | 
encourage. the three hundred as well as extra hard labour. They were not gained and work done there, and one E 
Secondly, he is not envious, for allowed to buy food at the canteen, That meant starvation because “The Contributions of the Quakers re , 
meekness is content with its own lot the meals supplied in the camp could not sustain life. The old- has just come to my notice. Were is 
and seeks only the betterment of timers became more and more curious. As there was no segregation set out the Quaker struggle, carried) have 
oad Bee bas he ee malice, for in ee eae hospital, news of their treatment soon spread. from oy with the weapons of love and sacri- © libra 
' meekness hateth not: an e is not patients there. ce, for social justice in America. ] 
)greedy, neither for wealth, nor It became known that anyone of them could walk out These instances of the faith that || liste, 
ace i ‘og he for avarice cannot of the pany at oe ihe bps ag es had a sign aed moms, tg Y power of a * 
r exist where meekness is. a paper that was kept pinned up in the dining shed in a minority, shou. ive encour- reve 
hae f As for the Sins of the Flesh, glut- apetigily noti¢eable position. It Eas a formal apology to agement to all pacifists. é PT.G | 7B 
; ag “ite and pach: ee must Hitler for having refused to raise the hand Fe salute am Rom 
| eas em out also: for gluttony for refusing to do army drill or kill. Let him write his -B,S, 
; 4 destroys one’s own personality: lust name on the dotted line and any one of these three hundred Words of Peace = No 232 i 
al destroys the personality of another: could go home and stay there, unmolested, if only he’d keep ie 
i and sloth would cast upon his fellow- quiet.. TH E VISION ona 
‘i . welt, the burden he ought to bear him- Their numbers were soon steadily reduced by hunger, but none 
ve : : . ign. “Do think of ilies,” d 1 4 “ 5 a 
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ie a the. ero eal would be ashamed if they gave way to threats, bribes or torture. of the world — high spirited beyond © ta. 
eiitority say truthfully that he is As the weeks passed away so did the men. Their tranquility the reach of challenge—brave beyond | 7 
Wmever arrogant toward his subordin- never failed. Pale, thin and weak, they still kept free of bitter- Caren ies interest bound up with ‘ 
i ates? Can the trades union repre- ness. Soon only a few dozen were left alive. A Jewish prisoner the prosperity of all nations—its com- beat 
uy Mee cay he never envies the who subsequently was set free described it to me in his unpractised merce world wide — ships im every yt oe 
1 wages or ‘working conditions of English, “I used to watch them through the barbed wire morning port. '_ TER 
(ay wnother trade? Is the social re- wl ever ngs anor youd set cee ae es to their hard labour, “ Such a nation announcing that its exts,) 
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Private 


N his new play Mr. St. John 
Ervine puts ‘his political 


cards on the table, and it seems 


to me that it is up to any honest 
critic to follow suit. 


Here is my declaration: I voted 
Labour at the last election and I sup- 
port the present Government. It is 
quite clear from his play that Mr. 
Ervine did not vote Labour at the 
last election, does not support the 
Government and, in fact, has no use 
for Socialism at all. 


“Private Enterprise ’’* is a play 
Which expresses in characteristically 
forthright terms its author’s belief in 
Private enterprise, and his utter dis- 
belief in the compatibility of socialism 
With individual liberty of thought, 
word and action. Mr. Ervine artfully 
takes from recent history the case of 
@ man who, on conscientious grounds, 
Would not join a trade union, and who 
Would thereby have unwillingly 
caused a strike had he not chosen in- 
Stead to resign his post. The impli- 
Cation is, of course, that disregard of 
religious convictions, together with 
Coercion of one kind or another, is 
Part and parcel of Socialism, and that 
we must all expect, sooner or later, to 
Ose our right to form minorities. 


Political issue 
The political issue raised here is a 


tremendous one—much too bi 
— g to be 
More than touched on in a play re- 


aos Mr. Ervine is unquestionably 
= mary In believing what he does 


Socialism, and he has a righ 
i Weoe ght 
Paipeieve it, if he wishes. On the 
in idee “closed-shop ” issue raised 
NS play, we conscientious object- 
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reading copies. 
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ors must all agree with him. It was, 
and is, wrong that a man’s religious 
convictions should be ignored, and 
that there should be an attempt to 
force him to join a union or associ- 
ation against his principles. But who 
believes it to be right ? Not the 
Labour Government certainly (one 
of my colleagues is the chairman 
of a local Labour party, and I have 
taken care to consult him on this 
point: incidentally, another of my col- 
leagues has this religious objegtion to 
joining our union, but none of us 
would dream of trying to make him, 
much less of striking in disapproval). 
That some intolerant trade unionists 
have been able to persuade their fel- 
lows to a like intolerance is a criticism 
of human nature rather than of 
socialism. Would Tories admit as 
part of the essence of Conservatism 
the belief of many of their number 
(expressed in my hearing) that ‘“‘con- 
chies” should be put up against a wall 
and shot ? I don’t think we get very 
much further by confining intolerant 
people to any one political party. 


It has been said that Mr. Ervine 
presents, as John Galsworthy used to 
do, a fairly-balanced picture of direct- 
ly opposing views. This, I venture to 
think, is a prejudiced opinion — oh 
yes, mine is too; J admit that ! 


It is true that Mr. Ervine, as a 
Tory, permits his Socialist characters 
a more representative say than some 
Socialist playwrights might permit 
their Tory characters; he is not so 
blind or stupid as to see no right or 
reason on the other side. But the un- 
deniable fact remains that the play as 
a whole is deliberately and decisively 
weighted to bear Right at all crucial 
moments. 


Honest author 


And why not, indeed? It is far 
more honest of the author to let us 
know clearly what he thinks than to 
pretend to be presenting an objective 
and unassailable Truth; and probab- 
ly does far less harm. It is (in 
theory, at any rate) open to anyone 
to answer Mr. St. John Ervine by 
writing a play as decisively and de- 
liberately weighted to bear Left; but 
let him be sure he has Mr. Ervine’s 
dramatic skill, in writing trenchant 
dialogue particularly. 


But although Mr. Ervine allows his 
Socialists to have their say, he takes 
care to present them as characters in 
a generally unfavourable light. I 
found it frankly incredible that the 
newly-elected Labour MP would even 
have been accepted as candidate by 
the local Labour Party in the first 
place, simply on the strength of a VC 
and a picturesque personality; he was 
born and bred in a die-hard Tory 
family, had been something of a ne’er- 
do-well before the war, had obviously 
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no deep political convictions of any 
kind now, and takes a wavering, in- 
effectual part in the main argument. 


Of the other two Socialists shown, 
one is a bluff, good-natured Trade 
Unionist made to utter, for example, 
a cheap joke about Karl Marx having 
too much hair on his face, and the 
other, a lean-faced, untidily clothed, 
fanatical near-Communist, with no 
human warmth whatever. I don’t 
think Mr. Ervine does his political 
opponents full justice in_ these 
assorted portraits; and the MP’s nit- 
witted wife is too grotesquely over- 
drawn to be taken seriously. 


Stage-pacifist 


There is also a conscientious objec- 
tor in the play. And here, strangely 
enough, I have no quarrel with Mr. 
Ervine whatever. There is probably 
no such thing as a typical pacifist, and 
one must not expect to find a stage- 
pacifist whom all pacifists in the 
audience are ready to recognise and 
admire. But, speaking for myself, I 
found the one in this play to be per- 
fectly convincing as an individual 
example, not always understood or re- 
spected by even his own family, but 
unshakable in his personal conviction 
that no victory is worth the war 
fought to achieve it, deeply and last- 
ingly sickened by what he has seen of 
death and destruction as an ambu- 
lance driver in the London raids, and 
looking forward with a missionary 
spirit to his return to China on wel- 
fare work. I salute Mr. Ervine for 
the truth and obvious respect with 
which he has drawn a character with 
whom he could have had little innate 
sympathy; and I must add, in humili- 
ty, that not all of us are as worthy 
as that. 


If the test of a play were the 
amount of partisan feeling and dis- 
cussion it aroused, then ‘ Private 
Enterprise ” would be a master-piece. 
I was accompanied by a friend of con- 
firmed Tory views, and we argued 
vehemently ali the way home. It would 
have been amusing, no doubt, for a 
detached third party to have observed 
how our political views coloured—or 
discoloured — our dramatic opinions. 
It was only to be expected that a Tory 
would claim for Mr. Ervine a higher 
degree of. fairness all round than a 
Socialist would allow. But we agreed 
unreservedly that we had had a most 
entertaining and stimulating evening. 


In such a case, one may take the 
acting for granted; I had no faults to 
find with it. The CO, as it happened, 
has the most “ unreal” passage to de- 
liver, and Mr. Basil Dean makes him 
deliver it staring away with glazed 
eyes into the~ middle distance. Why 
do experienced producers think that 
people ever do this ? 


W. H. GELDER. 
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News from Germany 


WAR RESISTERS’ 
HAVE 727 MEMBERS 


From the War Resisters’ International 


HE German section of the 
WRI, known as the Bund 
der Kriegsdienstgegner, and 
formed on a West-German 
basis in June, 1947, has now 
enrolled 727 members. Every 
name and address has been 
carefully checked and the Inter- 
national holds the complete list. 
The active and most efficient 
Secretary of the German move- 
ment is Dr. Theodor Michalts- 
cheff, of Hamburg. 


World Government 
Groups in 80 Towns 


From our Correspondent in the 
U.S. Zone 


HE “Weltstaat Liga” (World 
State League) HQ in Munich, 
report good progress. Members are 
joining every day and about eighty 
town committees and groups have 
been formed in all the zones. The 
League’s President sent the following 
message to the first Congress of the 
World Movement at Montreux: 


“World federalists in every 
country, including Germany, are con- 
vinced that there is no alternative 
but federalism or power politics. Only 
federation can guarantee the survival 
of mankind, our éivilisation, and 
culture.” 


* a * 


Two trains a day are reported to 
be arriving in Pasewalk (Russian 
Zone) bringing Germans who had 
been living in the Soviet Russian 
administered part of East Prussia. 
It is intended to station the exiles, 
numbering about 75,000 and including 
3,000 children who were separated 
from their parents in 1945, in 
Mecklenburg until a final plan of 
settlement is worked out. 


* * * 
There appear at present in Germany, 
according to reliable sources, 157 daily 
papers. Fifty-two are published in the U.S. 


Zone, forty-nine in the British, twenty-four 
in the French, thirty-two in the Soviet. 

In the three Western Zones seventy-four 
independent non-party papers outweigh the 
party papers. The Social-Democrats possess 
nineteen, the Christian Democratic Party 
sixteen, the Communists eleven and the Free 
Democratic Party five. 

In the Soviet Zone five non-party papers 
are published. 

The Christian Democratic Union and 
Liberal Democratic Party are represented 
with five papers. The Socialist Union Party 
publishes seventeen daily papers with which 
numerous provincial editions are connected. 

The highest circulation has been reached 
by the papers of the Occupation Powers, The 
Munich, has a 


American ‘Neue Zeitung,” ich 
circulation of 1,250,000. The British paper 
“Welt” (World) and the Soviet paper 


“Tagliche Rundschau” (Daily Review) have 
each a circulation of 900,000. 
SITUATIONS VACANT 


Zituations are available only to 
ipplicants excepted from the Control 
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CORNWALL. 
Lomax (late of Manchester) announce 
opening of Atlantic 
Summerleaze Crescent, Bude. 
Vegetarians 
Every comfort. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupena- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
(Station; 
Ambergate 44). 


LAKE DISTRICT. “ Beck Allana ” 
“Rothay Bank,” 
Attractive Guest Houses for strenu- 
ous or restful holidays. 
vegetarian diet. 
modation at special rates. Enquiries 
Isabel 
Tel.: Grasmere 129. 


SEASIDE HOLIDAY acmdtn. for 
Vegetarians at Innisfree, St. Mary’s 
Bay, Ashford, Kent. 
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MEETINGS, &. Pel 
REWVERPOOL PACIFISTS Social 
Fr; Mion at Hope St. Church Hall. 
ment Jan. 16, 7.15 p.m. Refresh- 
Bac; 5, entertainments, collection. All 

Cifists welcome. 

,HONDON, wW.C.1 
wane. Discussion lectures every Sun., 
Pat pm. Jan. 11: “The Work of 
igetick Geddes,” John Turner. Jan. 
Afric Yom Jannie and his South 
tral a, Douglas Worthington. Cen- 
London Anarchist Group. 


MAN 
na ER SOCIETY 


St. Sun. 
Meeting “ 


8 Endsleigh 
lock. 


and 


of 
Friends Mtg. Hse., Mount 
Jan. 18, 6.30 p.m. Public 
n sg What is Quakerism?” 
Penal parcice: Forced or Free?” 
Prien - Joseph Brayshaw.  (Sec., 
‘S Relief Service). All 
“ordially invited. } a 


to: 


Box 828. 


Road, London, N.W.8. PRimrose 6686. 


Ave., Bedford. 


JOAN and Herbert 


Guest 

SACCHARINE: 
1,200 for 10s. min. 
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cash with order, 
ing Rd., 


and others welcomed. 


Food Re- 


Ambergate. Tel.: 


on-Sea, Essex. 
Grasmere. 


First class | Macks 


Dormitory accom- 
James at Beck Allans, 
46 ine. 


(Dept. 
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774), 
Bedford. 
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strength guaranteed; 
Barratt, 69 Kettcr- 
Northampton. 

REBILEX MUST buy typewrjtre. 
We arrange advrtisementa and pay 
good commissions to any contacts in 
provinges who will forward replies. 
Full details from Rebilex Typewriter 
Co, Ltd., 661 London Road, Westcliff 
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(special permit from Board 
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contrasting cuffs and edging, guaran- 
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Celie & Co., 
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renovations, experienced 
McReynolds and Partners 
Gdns., Edgware, Middx. 
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QUAKERISM. 


ANY = quantity, 
Registered nsige. 


Friends, 
Friends’ 
Frienda’ 
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PERSONAL 

LONELY ? 
cle Details 6d. 
Rd., London, S.W.11. 


bulletins, memoranda, 
ing. 


Chestnut 
Highbury, N.5. 


200 BULBS, 50 ea. tulips, crocus, 
Wholesale 


redecora- 
and house 
craftsmen. 
19 Calder 


Information 
Literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
free on application to the 
Committee, 
House, Ruston Rd., London. 


JOIN Fr’endship Cir- 
Sec., 34 Honeywell 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 

FIRST CLASS duplicating: 
ete. Tynpewrit 
Mebel Eyles. 2 Aberdeen Park, 
CANonbury 3862. 


international understanding essential 
for all vacancies. Pocket money and 
maintenance bagis. Hostel London 
available. Apply writing IVSP, 34 
Broadway, London, 8.W,1. 
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TYPING, DUPLICATING service, 
competitive rates. Box 827. Tel. 
STA. 2262 ext. 4. 

GOOD PRINTING of evry das- 
cription. Enquiries we.comed. T eigh- 
ton Dingley Co., Brackley Sq. Wood- 


ford Green. 

HOUSE PURCHASE. 
advanees Choice 3f schemes. R. C. 
Horwood, Turvey, Bed*ord. 

A WORD to the ailing. Do tot 
despair. Start today. Send for two 
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Nature for the use of man. Send 
stamps 5d. to Allysol Company, Fair~ 
ight, Suesex. 
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/ lieved Britain of £75,000 of Bizonia 


‘perfect that one hesitated whether to 


' ridiculous. 


self to the inevitable all his life. 


| unexpected might happen. 


/by about 5,000 British troops, are 
"operating on the Government side, 


, Albania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia that 


radio describes the latter as the “ new 
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COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


every available market, especially in 
times of crisis. 


Breakers ahead 


{t is in this uncertain future that 

Britain hopes to increase by 175 
per cent. the volume of her {9388 ex- 
ports in order to recover her 1938 
money living standards. Moreover, 
while America pours her food and 
goods into Europe under the Marshall 
Plan, her food prices will soar and 
enable her to fix the world’s financial 
indebtedness to her at almost any 
figure she likes. 

This is the road to crisis and chaos 
the very crisis which Russia antici- 
pates and for which she is preparing 
by moves which the U.S. appro- 
priately counters, including the dis- 
tribution of bounty according to her 
ideological charts. 


American internal politics 
YN this situation American Big 
Business, throurh Congress, makes 
it plain that the Marshal] Plan shall 
serve American business and ideolo- 
gical ends, and that it means to exact 


* its full pound of flesh from scarcity 


values. 

President Truman protests and asks 
‘for controls, but Congress snaps its 
fingers and the President signs an 
Anti-Inflation Act which he knows to 
be futile. 

Amid the chaos, Henry Wallace 
challenges both President and Big 
Business by his decision to stand for 
the Presidency at the head of a Third 
Party. All except the politica] ex- 
tremes of Right and Left ovpose this 
action. first on the ground that it has 
a pro-Russian basis, and second that 

it will Jet in the Republican candi- 

date. On the latter ground middle 
and leftish British opinion is also 
against the Wallace intervention. 

‘It is impossible at this stage to say 
whether the 1948 or the 1952 Presi- 
dential] Election will be the more 
important, although it would appear 
that a major world economic crisis is 
likely before 1952. But even so Henry 
Wallace has so far made no state- 
ment which’ proves to me that he 
would adopt measures which would 
check the depradations of American 
capitalism, insure the rehabilitation 
ef Europe or lead towards a stable 
world economy. 


_ New storm centres 


ENCE there is nothing on the 
political horizon which promises 


) te check the ideological conflict which 


/ rages between Russia and the U.S. 
It. now seems certain that Germany 
wwill undergo a new partition, Russia 
taking her portion behind her iron 
curtain, while the U.S. dominates the 
rest. America has generously re- 


costs, but on terms which virtually 
ring Germany into the dollar 
‘system. 


We are seven 


‘WXHE announcement of King 

Michael’s abdication of the 
Rumanian throne was ‘in the best 
‘Commissar style. Its finesse was so 
‘regard the story as sublime or 
It will be some time be- 
‘fore the real facts are revealed. The 
-ex-king has been accommodating him- 
He 
no doubt realised that to be king of 
a Communist State was untenable, 
and only held on in the hope that the 
This 
the seventh crown to be removed in 
‘4S: E. Europe since 1939, and of them 
‘the Communists have been responsi- 
ble for three. 


Dangers in Greek conflict 


JN Greece the Russo-American con- 
"> flict has dangerous possibilities. 
American forces, assisted (it is said) 


while the Communist rebels are re- 
ceiving aid from surrounding Com- 
Munist States. Mr. Lovett, Acting 
Secretary of State, has warned 


they would be committing open dis- 
regard of UNO if they recognised the 
Markos Government, while Moscow 


“Greek Government which proposes to 


“Tberate the country from the yoke of . 


foreign imperialism.” 


Should the rebels gain the upper 
hand a very serious situation would 
arise, for beyond Greece is Turkey, 
which is already very much disturbed, 
while between them is the Darden- 
elles, which Russia would not be slow 
to capture and thereafter to dominate 
the Eastern Mediterranean. Beyond 
Turkey are the Arab States of the 
Middle East, with their rich oil-fields, 
and the vroblem of Palestine, every 
move in which is being watched by 
the U.S. and USSR. Perhaps the 
most important news to hand so far is 
that of a detachment of American 
marines and several cruisers heading 
for the Eastern Mediterranean. 


Palestine : UNO hesitates 


PALESTINE is equally capable of 

becoming the starting point of 
the Third World War. Its problem 
is the nyroduect of modern power 
politics at their worst. Britain, hav- 
ing lost all hope of a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Palestinian problem, has 
decided to withdraw, and the dates 
are fixed. UNO should be taking 
hold, but is slow to do so. The draft- 
ing of UNO forces into Palestine will 
be a difficult matter, which will be 
carefully scrutinised by both Russia 
and America. It has been taken for 
granted that the U.S. would not dare 
do other than support the Jewish 
claims in Palestine, but her oil in- 
terests, especially against those of 
Russia, who complains of discrimina- 
tion against her by the Arabs, 
probably due in part to American in- 
fluence, tend to bring her down on 
the side of the Arabs. Does this 
mean that everybody is going to re- 
main silent while the Jews and the 
Arabs fight it out, nossibly with the 
aid of weapons secretly supplied, on 
both sides? A more sordid or sicken- 
ing spectacle can scarcely be imag- 
ined. Is this the best that modern 
civilisation can do? 


Further outlook 


MPHE plain truth is that neither the 

U.S. nor Britain will be able to 
solve this or any other major inter- 
national problem until it first brings 
its economy into line with the just de- 
mand for a reasonable balance be- 
tween primary and secondary produc- 
tion and thus a large measure of 
self-sufficiency, which the pre-war 
primary producing countries regard as 
the corner-stone of a sound national 
and international economy. 


Incidentally 


[NCIDENTALLY the human cost of 

the export drive by way of in- 
ereased industrial specialisation was 
revealed in a Midlands wireless talk 
a few days ago, when we were told 
that a new tractor works in Coventry 
contained eleven miles of conveyor 
belts. Eleven miles of mechanised 
humanity as the price of prosperity! 


News from Japan 


MACARTHUR’S NEW ROLE 


SPIRIT of forgiveness is the 
secret of MacArthur’s remark- 
able achievement in Japan, reports 
the vice-president and general man- 
ager of the United Press, Earl J. 
Johnson, from Japan. The whole 
supreme headquarters staff feel that 
way, about it, according to the United 
Press official. They have come to 
realise that the Japanese people 
themselves were victims of a small 
insane military clique; they have 
found overwhelming evidence thal 
the people had no heart for the war. 
“You begin to see,” states Mr. Juhn- 
son, “why men who work on such 
a broad canvas feel responsibility to 
civilisation to drop rancour, revenge 
and hate from their hearts. They 
feel their role is to establish free- 
dom and justice in this island. em- 
pire. They appear to regard them- 
selves as evanglists of democracy.” 
—Gospel Messenger. 
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} RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT. OR SANCTION ANOTHER ~ 


€& This pledge, signed by each member. is 4 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send, 
YOUR pledge to “y 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS \_, 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCt 


_| earn ” 


PACIFISM GROWING || ETTERS Wf 


IN THE ARGENTINE 


LOCAL branch of the War 

Resisters’ International in 
the Argentine has taken the 
initiative in organising a United 
Argentine Pacifist Association. 
This in turn is attempting to 
start similar associations in 
other South American countries 
where anti-war groups are be- 
coming increasingly active. 


The Argentine association organ- 
ised a national peace congress in 
Cordoba from Nov. 8—10, with dele- 
gates from all over the Argentina 
and Uruguay. 


The Fellowship of Reconciliation 
is also multinlying its activity and 
its membership throughout the 
continent. With a half-time con- 
tinental secretary since 1945, FoR 
groups have been formed in Buenos 
Aires, Montevideo, Lima, La Paz, 
Santiago, Valparaiso, Cochabamba, 
Rosario, Bahia Blanca and Medellin. 
Groups are looking toward organi- 
sation in Bogota, Caracas, Rio de 
Janeiro and Sao Paulo. 


Anti-war literature is in demand. 
Aldous Huxley’s Ends and Means has 
come out in two Spanish editions. 
Also well received is his Science, 
Liberty and Peace. Other trans- 
lated works have been Grege’s The 
Power of Non-Violence, and Hunter’s 
White Corpuscles in Hurope.—W orld- 
over Press. 


— 


U.S. EMPLOYER REFUSES 
TO COLLECT 
TAXES FOR ARMS 


AN American employer has recently 
ee refused to collect “ Pay-as-you- 
Income Tax from his 
employees, reports the U.S. Fellow- 
ship. He gave the following reason: 


“T do not wish to be an agent 
for the Government Tax Bureau to 
keep the wheels of war running. 
If what you are asked to pay looks 
good, you pay; if it doesn't, you 
don’t—and when you don’t you are 
simply telling the Treasury to come 
and get it. Last year ihis com- 
pany paid the U.S. Treasury about 
$4,000 in witholdings (PAYEE), 
but our conscience forbids us to do 
this and I refuse to do it any 
longer. 


“One of my Senators tells me 
he is not sure whether I will be 
held responsible if any of my 
employees fail to pay. 

“My secretary deposits in the 
Postal Savings each month the 
amount I am asked to withhold. 
She then puts each Savings certi- 
ficate in the pay envelove of the 
employee. In this way the Govern- 
ment has the money anyhow, though 
it cannot touch it; it is invested at 
2 per cent.; and the employee can 
withdraw it whenever he wants to. 
If he wishes, to pay his taxes on 
March 15, he can leave it in the 
Savings until then, and use his cer- 
tificates to pay the tax. If he needs 
it in emergency, or does not intend 
to pay the tax, he will probably 
draw it during the year.” 


FUNDAMENTAL ECONCMICS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


Spreading pacifism 
WM ANY pacifists 


tory way of making converts to 
pacifism. These people usually claim 
that to “live pacifism” is their con- 
tribution to spreading their ideas. 

It has always seemed to me that 
to be a good farmer, teacher or 
coach-painter is no more the sign of 
a pacifist than it is of a militarist. 
To act in anv fashion cannot spread 


are explained. 


During Christmas some of us in 
Neweasile district had German 
PoWs staying with us and believing; 
as we do, in the necessity for spread- 
ing pacifism, we talked. 


and argue about these, to them, new 
ideas, and the following extracts from 


a letter from one of them is sufficient’ 


encouragement to us to continue talk- 
ing, at every opportunity, 
pacifism. 

“In addition to that I had to cone with 


of yet. J had some idea that 
nationalism was the root of all the evil 
we have to go through in our times, but 
I had not the slightest idea how it could 
actually be overcome. 


ting when I say that, as far as I am con- 


vague 


contributed more to mutual understanding 


this country. I am fully prepared to follow 
your ideas as far as Britain and Germany 
are concerned, but you wil] understand that 
it is very hard for me to believe that the 
same method could ve applied towards 
Russia. This may be the effect of con- 
stant propaganda, but there it is and I 
have not found a way yet to overcome it. 
Perhaps it will take some more time—rer- 


haps I shall never proceed to that conclu- q 


sion as it is enormously difficult for me.” 
ROBERT MORLEY. 

Hardy Grove, 

Wallsend-on-Tyne. 


a 


Anti-Semitism 


N reply to Stanley Page, I do not 
think it would require anything so 
abstract as “logical arrument” to 


country responsible for murders in 
Palestine would be manifest non- 
sense. 


When, however, .the (presumably) 
responsible editor of a local news- 
paper goes so far as to state that 
“a handful of Jews is despoiling the 
population of his own borough” 


ideas unless the reasons for so acting: | 


The Ger- | 
mans were only too willing to talk” 


about 


all these new ideas which I never dreamed, 


T am not exaggera-: 
cerned, you have during these three days | 


than anything else I have heard or read in J 


prove that holding all Jews in this — 


" j 


believe that to” 
preach is not the most satisfac- 7 


(about which he should be in a posi- |e 


tion to know something) one cannot 
help wondering what facts—if any— 
are behind it. 


J am not out to defend Anti- 
Semitism, “angrily” or otherwise. 
But I deplore the use of this, like 
other, labels to cloud objectivity and 
stir up antagonism, of which there is 
more than enough in this wretched 
world. Jews may be good or not-so- 
good, like the rest of us. 
the not-so-good may be subject to 
special temptations in an alien land. 
It should be possible to ventilate 


ity to persecution by what a fair- 


to a 
Gestapo. 
As for “ Anti-Irishism "—I can re- 
member a time when that caused 
Trish individuals plenty of pain and 


self-appointed 
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Perhaps — ( 


opinion on such topics without liabil- | 
1 


minded Jew himself likened recently | 
pro-Jewish 7 


